The Country’s Most Livable City
There have been many studies completed to determine what is the most livable city in the United States.  In each of these studies there have been different criterion, different opinions, and different end results.  In our research we have developed a model to effectively determine which city truly deserves the designation of “most livable city” based on a wide range of criterion.  Faced with the challenge of determining the most livable city in the United States it was important to narrow the options of cities and then determine what were the most important criterion to base this decision on.  We first chose a list of eight possible candidates.  Our list was confined to Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, New York City, Columbus, Chicago, Detroit, Atlanta and Seattle.  It was then important to determine what was most important criterion to have the “best” city.  First we established what benefits were most important.  We choose Arts, Sports, Education Public Transportation and Roadways.  Next, were the costs involved with the city, which included the Cost of Living and the Tax Rate.  And finally, we choose the risks associated with the city and we selected the Crime Rate and Unemployment.  We weighed the criterion based on their level of importance to our end result.  Finally, we tabulated all the results and came up with a list of one to eight, one being the best, of the city’s rankings based on our data.

Benefits:

Social 

Under the social benefits node, there are three factors we used to determine the corresponding city's rankings.  They are arts, sports, and education.  We chose these three characteristics to provide a well-rounded approach for different individual tastes.  Each of these three characteristics were researched under each perspective city separately using the internet.  After looking each city up, we based the rankings on the information provided to us by the city's web-page and used this as a basis for the rankings.  There was no established criteria, except for the quantity of information provided under arts and sports.  Education was based by the graduation rate for high school (or equivalent) statistics for each city.  The sports ratings were determined by the number of pro-sports athletic teams found in each city.  Arts ratings were established by the number of museums, galleries, etc. that were found within each city base on the information provided by the city.

Arts

City
% of activities *

Pittsburgh
69

New York City
100

Los Angeles
100

Atlanta
55

Chicago
100

Detroit
71

Seattle
75

Columbus
54

Sports

City
% of activities

Pittsburgh
95

New York City
100

Los Angeles
100

Atlanta
98

Chicago
100

Detroit
100

Seattle
99

Columbus
32

*out of 100% based on national survey

Education

City
Graduation Rate

Pittsburgh
99.3

New York City
79.7

Los Angeles
72.5

Atlanta
47.0

Chicago
50.2

Detroit
71.6

Seattle
79.7

Columbus
44.6

Economic

Public Transportation

To compare the public transportation network between cities we visited the department of transportation web sites for each city.  We drew our conclusions based on the “on time” rate of their buses and rail systems, the overall satisfaction from the users of public transportation, if given, and the design of their network.  With those in mind we drew the following conclusion.

City
Comparison Rank*

Pittsburgh
4

New York City
4

Los Angeles
3

Atlanta
5

Chicago
5

Detroit
4

Seattle
4

Columbus
4

Roadways and Commute

The commute rate, under economic benefits of transportation, was also found by a census performed by each city along with the public transportation provided by the city.  The higher the commute rate, the less apt people are to live in the city, however, if public transportation is provided, the commute rate is not even viewed as an issue.   Also a factor in the commute rate for both private and public transportation is the infrastructure each city contains.  For example, Pittsburgh has more bridges and tunnels than most cities, therefore, during rush-hour conditions, the commute could be longer and more hectic than would be if more alternate routes were available.  We did not include an infrastructure component in our analysis due to the fact that it was too difficult to explore the concept according to information available and reiterate an accurate breakdown.  We concluded with a comparison as follows.

City
Comparison Rank*

Pittsburgh
1

New York City
2

Los Angeles
2

Atlanta
5

Chicago
5

Detroit
4

Seattle
5

Columbus
5

*based on a five point scale 1 – 5, 5 being the best.

Costs:

Social

Cost of Living

Cost of living was researched under a variety of headings that included the US Bureau of Labor Statistics and Money Magazine.   All the information found relevant to each corresponding city and the variances established did not confirm any real significance which means that the information was not uniform in whole, however, the differences were small, if at all.  We simply quantitatively identified these figures in order from highest to lowest, higher being more costly than the lower figures, then compared this information city by city.

City
Cost of Living**

Pittsburgh
109.5

New York City
225.3

Los Angeles
128.5

Atlanta
103.3

Chicago
105.3

Detroit
113.4

Seattle
115.0

Columbus
99.6

**based on % of national average

Economic

Tax Rate

For each city we simply found their tax rate, took and average of the eight cities and ranked them accordingly.  The individual rates are included below.

City
State Tax Rate

Pittsburgh
2.2

New York City
5.43

Los Angeles
5.15

Atlanta
3.5

Chicago
3.0

Detroit
4.4

Seattle
0

Columbus
3.74

Risks:

Social

Crime Rate

We located the crime rate, found as a social risk, under the Federal Bureau of Investigation Crime Statistics with data provided by the Government unit.  The information found was per 100,000 people and included only violent crimes reported.  We felt violent crimes were more of a risk than non-violent or property crimes.  Also keep in mind, these statistics we researched include as mentioned above, only those crimes that were recorded.  We could not find any known error to exist between those incidents reported versus unreported.

City
Crime Rate

Pittsburgh
310

New York City
1129.5

Los Angeles
1135.5

Atlanta
752

Chicago
1134.6

Detroit
784.7

Seattle
439.4

Columbus
574.5

Economic

Unemployment Rate

We located the individual cities unemployment rate from the bureau of labor statistics.  We did not take the national average, instead we took the average of the eight cities, which was more adaptable to our mode.  The higher the unemployment rate, the higher the risk.  The unemployment rates are listed below. 
City
Unemployment Rate

Pittsburgh
4.1

New York City
6.7

Los Angeles
5.8

Atlanta
3.2

Chicago
4.4

Detroit
2.7

Seattle
3.3

Columbus
2.6

Conclusion

And after all the tabulations have been completed, the winner is Seattle with New York City coming in last in the running.  We've come to the notion that just because the overall benefits from three of the other selections outweighed the benefits Seattle contains, the cost and risk associated with those three other selections together brought down their overall rating.  However, depending on how each individual would view each city's cost and risks versus their benefits, would change the outcome entirely.  Also, what one individual may see as a benefit, may not be seen by another individual, rather, this is entirely a choice model and designed by the decisions made by our group.  Therefore, just because we believe that Seattle belongs on top of this list, does not mean that anyone else will also share our opinion based on our analysis of each individual city.  Facts are presented, but we chose what facts are important to us and the level of significance of these facts in conducting our study.  Finally, all in all, each person’s individuality will choose the correct selection for themselves, which is how our project was intended.
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